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time he readily admit* a that nearly everything in human decisions
depends on character, education, and external circumstances, . . . and
that consequently our freedom is very limited in range ". Regularity in
social action, as shown by statistics, «.y-, in those of thieving, only
proves the existence of approximately constant quanta of need, of
needy persons, of opportunities, and of moral strength and weakness.
Social statistics reveal unquestionably the prevalence in every direction
of law, but this proves, not determinism, but the existence of an Orderer
who is able to combine in the same universe both liberty and law. The
procedure in the book is a detailed review and criticism of the theories
of the Lombroso school, the physiological psychologists, and of some
modern Determinist metaphysicians, viz., Schopenhauer, Bee, Paulaen,
and Hoffding.

Lo Studio dtlla- Delinqtunza e la Clatrificatione dei Htati nella Statutica
penale. AUOUSTO Bosco. Roma : Tipografia Nazionale, 1892. Pp.60.

Dr. Bosco is an eminent official in the statistical department of the
Italian administration, and the essay before us is a very able exposition
of the method in which criminal offences should be classified so as to
extract not merely their judicial, but also their social, psychological, and
ethical import. It is impossible to summarise Dr. Bosco's views and
arguments as they are already presented in a very compressed form. In
dealing with the English statistics of theft he incidentally illustrates the
truth of a statement made by me in the Nineteenth Century for June, 1893,
that the decrease of indictable offences in England is due to changes
in judicial procedure, and not to & real decrease of offences against
property. In order to eliminate as far as possible the effects of changes
of procedure, Dr. Bosco classifies all kinds .of theft together, and shows
that whether we take a period of five years or a period of ten years the
number of convictions for offences against property is greater now than
ever. For the five years 1866-70 the convictions for theft were 88,468 ;
for 1876-80 they were 87,414; for 1886-90 they were 40,570, annually.
These figures take no account of the large number of juveniles now
committed to industrial schools for theft or liberated after remand. In
so far then as Dr. Bosco deals with English crime he unconsciously
answers the attack which Sir Edmund Ducane has made upon me in the
March number of the KineUenth Century. Impartial testimony of this
kind is better than columns of official optimism, in whioh convictions are
confounded with cases tried, and scientific method is cast to the winds.

W. D. MOBBISON.

Lt* Application! de L'Anthropoloyie Crimxnellc. CESARE LOMBBOSO. Paris
Felix Alcan, 1892. Pp. 224.

This book Professor Lombroso tells us is an answer to the reproach
that the investigations of the anthropological school of criminalists
possess no practical utility. At the same time he enters a protest
against the idea that a knowledge of the true should always be susceptible
of immediate application to the everyday affairs of life. In the first
chapter Lombroso deals with the criminal type among political offenders.
He states that true revolutionists have a harmonious physiognomy : the
Italians who revolted against Austrian domination, and many of whom
Lombroso has examined, present a smaller proportion of individuals of
the criminal type than is to be found among the ordinary population.
Among nihilists on the other hand there is a larger admixture of the
criminal type, whilst almost all regicides are distinctly criminal in type.
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No lets than 40 per cent of the Chicago anarchists had a criminal physio-
gnomy, and a high percentage of French and Italian anarchists present
anomalies of a criminal character. At the same time the criminal type
is lest frequent among political offenders than among ordinary criminals ;
the crimes committed by these offenders take an altruistic form, and the
offenders themselves therefore need a greater degree of indulgence and pity.'
Although a believer in the death penalty Lombroso would not inflict it on
political offenders : it invests them with the halo of martyrdom, and has
a tendency to perpetuate their political aberrations. Lombroso draws
the following distinction between the political and the ordinary offender:
in prison or in a penal colony the ordinary offender is a sluggard who
may kill his keepers, the political offender is generally industrious and
sometimes a pioneer of progress. Passing from the political offender
Lombroso tells ns that a Knowledge of the criminal type is of the utmost
service to the cause of justice. He cites a number of instances to show
that he has been the means of securing the conviction of offenders who
would otherwise have escaped. Transportation has no beneficial effect
on the born criminal. Change of surroundings effects no change in his
disposition. He is incorrigible. This is the lesson taught by the French
penal settlement at New Caledonia. It corresponds with the teachings
of criminal anthropology. The practical application of this teaching is
that the habitual offender should be altogether secluded from social life.
Another practical conclusion to be drawn from the study of criminal
anthropology is that the penal law cannot be based on the theory of
responsibility. The criminal is a product of heredity and social sur-
roundings, and laws based upon the assumption that he is not are certain
to be inefficacious. The construction of fever hospitals does not diminish
fever ; this is done by improved sanitary surroundings. Crime is not
rednced by building prisons but by improving the stamina and environ-
ment of the race. Punishment does not affect the conditions which pro-
duce crime, it has in consequence little effect in reducing crime. Social
protection, and not individual responsibility, is the only proper basis of
criminal law. The best method of social protection is the removal- as
far as possible of the individual, social, and economic conditions which
tend to produce criminal habits of life. In fact, Professor Sidgwick in
his Meihodi of Ethia exactly expresses the views arrived at by crimino-
logists when he says that justice requires us to try to alter the conditions
under which the criminal acts, and that punishment should be regarded
as preventive. Preventive punishment should be a discipline calculated
to adapt its recipient to social surroundings; where this adaptation can-
not be effected permanent seclusion from social life must be resorted to.
Our present English system represents a reaction against the utilitarian
theory of punishment This is principally owing to the pernicious
influence of Carlyle. Barely has English justice when it takes the form
of a sentence of imprisonment been so completely retributive as it is
now. In discussing the resolutions arrived at by recent congresses on
prisons and penal law Lombroso mentions the following resolution of
the St. Petersburg delegates: " This congress is of opinion that the
teaching of criminal and penitentiary science is most useful, and desir-
able, and that the scientific study of the application of punishment can
easily be reconciled with the exigencies of penal discipline. The congress
also expresses the belief that a chair of criminal and penitentiary studiev
should be established at all universities." Inasmuch as about 760,000
cases come before the criminal courts of England every year it does seem
reasonable that the men who try, prosecute, or defend these cases should
have a wider knowledge of criminal matters than is supplied by the
ordinary text books on criminal law. \V. D. M.


